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OBIAS SMITH was ſon of James and emi- 
ma Smith, of that ſort of people called Gip- 

ſies, who live an uncommon vagrant life, havin 
no method of procuring a ſubſiſtence but by ſel- 
ling ſmall articles from place to place; fortune- 
telling, fiddling, or ſuch other looſe and unwar- 
rantable practices. | 
Tobias was born at Southwell in Bedfordſhire, 
about- Shrovetide, in the year 1773; and was 
brought up in this vagrant way, in a total igno- 
rance even of the form of religion. His mother 
ſays he never would learn a letter nor prayer in 
his life, which makes his late change the more ex- 
traordinary, Indeed I was allonithed when ſhe 
informed me that ſhe was not brought up in this 
way, but had a good education in her youth, 
had lived ſeveral years in ſervice, and after that 
took up with a Gipſy. She farther informed me 
that the younger children can read and repeat 
the Lord's Prayer, the Apoſtles Creed, and the 
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1 
ten Commandments: but what avails all this, 
while they are ſo employed and expoſed in the 
world? 

The firſt thing Tobias mentioned to me as the 
cauſe of his misfortunes, was the unhappy manner 
in which his father and mother lived, quarrelling 
and fighting; lo that his father ſeveral times 
turned him off and forced him into other com- 
panies, where he was further corrupted, and per- 
{uaded to ſteal and plunder for a living. The 
firſt time I ſaw him was in priſon at Bedford, 
to which he was committed the firit weck in 
November, 1791, for itealing a mare in this coun— 
ty; for which he was tried at the Lent aſlizes, 
March the 10th, 1792, and being found guilty, 
was condemned to be hanged; which ſentence 
was accordingly executed upon him April the 
third, near Bedford, 

As God was pleaſed to ſhew his tender mercy 
towards him in a. very ſingular and conſpicuous 


manner, it was his own repeated requeſt, and of 


many others who viſited him, that I would make 
it public, for the information of the Gipſies and 


| all other ranks of oflenders. 


His parents had a numerous family of ſixteen 


children, (thirteen born alive) eight of whom are 


{till living, wanderivg as vagabonds over the earth. 
Tobias was the ſecond ſurviving lon ; was rather 
low in ſtature, but one of the ncateſt and beſt 

roportioned men I ever ſaw, He was admired 
For his uncommon agility (or as they expreſs it, 


lightneſs) in leaping, running, fighting, &c. From 


his infancy he never knew any other way of liv- 
ing but wandering from place to place; to fairs, 
feaſts, races, and other places of public concourſe 
and diverſions, He was taught to play on the fid- 
dle as ſoon as poſſible, for the purpole of getting 
money at ſuch times, when the people are intoxi- 
cated, and often unguarded in what they do; and 
many very materially hurt themſelves and fami- 
lies by falling an eaſy prey to ſuch companies of 
depredators, 


Tobias 
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Tobias very deeply lamented the diſagreement 
which had been between his parents; that his fa» 
ther uſed his mother very ill, that he broke her 
arm by beating her, and alſo her leg, and much 
injured her otherwiſe, and frequently lef: her 
with all the children, and took up with other wo- 
men, and other gangs of Gipſies; and at other 
times turned out the children to provide for 
themſelves, 

As Tomas often experienced this treatment from 
his father, and frequently for taking his mother's 
part and adviling them to live at peace; he b 
that means was driven to others, generally of his 
father's relations, He mentioned in particular 
a couſin, who perſuaded him to rob his parents of 
a guinea, They ſpent part of it, but his mother 
ſulpecting him, ſearched him and took part from 
him again, and ſeverely talked to him. His 
couſin now earneſtly adviſed him to forſake his 

arents entirely, and that each of them ſhould 
take their fiddle and go on ſhipboard; but he 
would not conlent to this, 

He mentioned another particular crime, Being 
by a wood {ide two or three years ago, the ſame 
couſin took him to a flock of ſheep, then caught 
one and ſkined part of it, cutting off a ſhoulder 
before it was dead, Tobias aſſiſting him; but not 
being fat, he thought 1t not good enough, He 
went then and took a lamb, which they uſed in 
tie fame way, then buried the carcaſes in the 
word, except the ſhoul-ler which they boiled at 
their fire and cat amongſt them. 

He mentioned alſo his breaking into his uncle's 
houſe at Great Stourton in Huntingdonſhire, as he 
went from a fair, and ſtealing a bottle of wine as he 
could find nothing to cat, This he acknowledged 
to his uncle, aſked his pardon, and obtained for- 
giveneſs. Many other little petty affairs he was 
guilty of, Fighting was a practice he was often 
engaged in, though lo young, and in general he 
was victorious, He challenged the great fighter 


| Mendoza, and told me he believed he could beat 


3 him, 
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him, and that he had beaten ſeveral better men than 
the Jew (as he called him). But he greatly la- 
mented that he had been guilty of manſlaughter 
twice, having ſo bruiſed his combatants that two 
of them never recovered of the blows he gave 
them. 

The temptation to ſteal horſes continued at 
times for above two years before he committed 
the crime for which he fuffered. He ſaid he had 
been drinking, and it being a very rainy day, he 
was very wet. Going by the paſture he ſaw Mr, 
» Curtis's mare, and reſolved to take her. He then 
went to a public-houſe, where he got more li— 
quor. He left the public-houſe a little after it 
was dark, being full of liquor, and repaired to the 
field, took the mare and rode her to Saſron Walden, 
in Eſſex, but had forgotten the day of the Fair, 
which had been held the week before, He rode 
back to Potten, where he offered her to ſale, but 
could not ſell her, Being much afraid leſt he 
ſhould be found out, he went to the field where 
he had left her, and ſtabbed her in two places 
with his knife, The account of her being Litted 
in ſuch a manner made a great rumour, Many talked 
with him about her, as it was well known he had 
brought her to Potten ; aſking him many queſtions, 

whole ſhe was, and how he came by her, &c. &c. 
He ſaid he was ſo frightened he could not attempt 
to run away, but having told ſo many lies about 
the matter, he was entangled in his talk, and 
then ſuſpected that he had ſtole her. He was 
therefore taken into cuſtody, and brought before 
Sir des * Monox, where being crols examined 
he confeſſed his guilt, and was immediately ſent 
to priſon in Bedford, He mentioned many more 
things for which he was accufed, but was not. 
guilty : particularly one, being in company with 
one Gray who ſtvle a watch which was laid to 
his charge, but after examination he was fet at 
liberty. How ealy is it to trace the cauſe of his 
crunes, and alſo to fee what a bleſſing to the 
country that he was found out ſo young, other- 
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wiſe in all probability he would have done much 
hurt: and as he had been guilty of manſlaughter, 


the word of God was fulklled : Whoſorver ſheddeth 


man's blood, by man ſſall his blood be ſhed, (or life 
taken according to law.) 

We might naturally ſuppoſe that a perſon 
brought up in ſuch vicious habits and continual 
ſcenes of iniquity, was ſo hardenad as to have no 
remorle of conſcience at all; but he declared that 


the affair of robbing his parents had often grieved 


him, that he ſhed tears on account of it, and 
ſometimes was very angry, becaule if any thing 
was afterwards miſſing amongſt them, he was 
charged with it. He faid alſo he was grieved 
much about the ſheep, and often cried in private 


for the offence, Many times he wandered in the 


night to weep in private, becauſe his parents 
could not live comfortably together, and often 
prevented his father from beating his mother. 
And on account of Mr. Curtis's mare, he faid he 
was fo intimidated, that if he heard any thing, 
even the flying of a bird out of a buſh, he ful- 
peed ſome one was going to take him, ſo that he 
could not fleep at nights. By this we may ſee he 
was not entirely without feeling, and alſo how 
dreadful a companion a guilty conſcience is, being 
alarmed at every thing, 


His dread of death, was ſo great, that when he 


vas ſentenced to die, though he was ſo deaf at 


the time of his trial that he never heard one word 
from the council, witneſſes, jury, nor judge; yet 
the fight of him putting on his black cap cauled 
him to faint away. I vilited him on Sunday the 
11th of March, together with Philip Huckle, con- 
demned on ſtrong ſuſpicion of having killed a 
mare with foal, They were both in a dreadtul 
ſtate, Indeed poor Tobias's heart beat ſo that the 
throbbing of his breaſt was very viſible through 
all his cloaths; which continucd for four ſucceed- 
ing days with little variation or intsrmiſſion. 

I converied with him, ſtriving to turn his mind 


to God to ſeck pardon for his numerous ſins; but 
he 
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be did not appear to have the leaſt knowledge or 
idea of the being of a God. With a gricved 
and praying heart I then left them; but in the 
afternoon paid them a ſecond viſit, He appeared 
{ſtill more alarmed at death, and was all hurry, 
thinking who could get him off, and ſ1id no mo— 
ney ſhould be wanting for that end, I now la- 
boured much to ſhew him that money was of no 
uſe ; that being guilty of ſuch a crime, and con- 
victed on ſo clear an evidence, there was no hope 
for deliverance that way, but that he muſt die 
for it. 

I again tried to inform him of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of his dying for ſinners; ſtriving to find 
words ſuitable to his underſtanding ; but he could 
form no rdea of Jeſus Chriſt nor of ſalvation by 
him, and ſaid he did not know whether he could 
ſave him or not, I ſtill continued ſpeaking to 
him as well as I could in phraſes and words luit- 
ed to his weak apprehenſion; and after prayer 
he with great eagerneſs caught me by the hand, 
ſaying, „God Almighty bleſs you, Sir, do ſave 
my ſoul.” Here I labourcd again to ſhew him 
that none but Chriſt could fave him, His terror 
was very great, his thirſt very ſtrong for any 
thing to drink, burning as in a raging fever, He 
appeared in ſuch a ſtate that we ſuppoled he 
would hardly live tothe time of his execution. 
On Monday the twelfth I went again, and after 

rayer aiked him what he thought of God? He 
ſaid he did not think of him, I aſked if he be- 
lieved it poſſible that God could fave him? He 
replied he did not know. I ſtrove much to make 
him ſenſible, and when 1 urged him to pray, he 
ſaid, What can I ao? I have no prayer; I 
never had any prayers.” I bade him pray from 
his heart, and aſk God 7s a beggar does what he 
wants, He laid, „ My heart will not pray.” 
His zgnorance in theſe things can ſcarcely be con- 
ceived, It was hard to make him underſtand any 
thing of the plan of ſalvation; and he relied on 
this erroneous principle, that he was accuſed of 

man 
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many things which ze did not commit, and ſaid 
I hope this will be good for me.” I was fo 
belied;“ © I bleſs God Almighty, that's all my 
hope.” I had hard work to drive him from this, 
as he expected to be forgiven the crimes he had 
committed, becauſe he was acculed of others 
which he did not. O how hard to bring the de- 
praved heart to Jeſus Chriſt! They will fly to any 
thing rather than the merciful arms and atoning 
blood of a crucified Saviour. 

Tueſday the thirteeath I converſed with him 
again in the morning, After ſome converſation 
and prayer, he began to pray earneſtly for mercy ; 
but ſo reduced in ſtrength that he was ſcarcely 
like the ſame man. From the time of his con- 
demnation till now he had taken little if any 
ſolid tood, nor ever cloſed his eyes in ſleep, and 
was in a moſt dreadful ſtate; but before I left 
him he began to get a little comfort, and ſaid, 
„ feel ſomething good at my heart,” But this 
glimpſe was ſoon over, as I afterwards found, and 
he ſunk lower if poſſihle, even to deſpair of either 
God's willingnefs or power to ſave him; but 
being better informed he cried unto God for mercy - 
continually, I commended them to God, and 
in every place had them prayed for in the pub- 
lic congregations, tiH on Sunday the eighteenth 
I received the following letter from Mr, Gibbons. 


6% Dear Brother, 


«© I am happy to inform you of the great bleſſing 
of God which hath attended our feeble attempts 
for the converſion of the poor priſoners, When 
I firſt viſited them, (on Tueſday after you left us) 
I found them in the deepeſt diſtreſs imaginable ; 
and one of them eſpecially, Toby, roaring out for 
thediſquictude of his ſoul on account of ſin, where- 
by he had provoked God; but bleſſed be God, 
with reſpe&t to him the ſcene is quite altered, the 
Lord hath ſet his ſoul at liberty, and he can re- 
Joice in the God of his ſalvation, and longs for the 
happy time when his rejoicing ſoul ſhall take its 

flight from the gallows to Paradiſe,” 1 
© 


E013 
We returned God thanks publicly for this in- 


formation, and next morning on my return to 
Bedford, J found him a changed man indeed. As 
ſoon as I entered his cell, he reached out his 
hand and ſaid, „I am glad to ſee you from my 


heart.” His 1 was now gone, and his deep 


ſorrow over, I truſt for ever. I enquired how he 
felt himſelf before he was made ſo happy? „ I 
felt (ſaid he) ſuch pain in my heart, that it ſeemed 
as if alarge nail was run into it, I could get no 
eaſe, I could not ſleep, I was afraid to die, 
But now I long to die.” As I wiſhed him to be 
right, and not built up in falſe hopes, I aſked 
how this effect was wrought? He ſaid, „when 
Mr. Gibbons was preaching, I felt as I never did 
before: and after when I came in again (i. e. 
into his cell) I felt as if God had ſtript all the 
ſkin off my heart.“ To another friend who aſked 
him about this, he ſaid God had entirely taken 
the ſkin from his heart ; meaning, in his way of 
expreſſing it, what is alluded to Deut. x. 16. and 
xxx. 6. , Sg iv. 4. But being very deaf he 
could not hear diſtinctly, and being ſo illiterate 
he was quite at a loſs for words to expreſs himſelf, 
eſpecially agreeable to ſcripture terms ; yet I often 
wondered how he appeared to aim at them, hav- 
ing never read or heard the ſcriptures before. 

edneſday 14, Mr. Gibbons when he ſaw him 
in ſuch inexpreſſible diftreſs, endeavoured to 
point him to Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation ; but he 
woughit he had committed ſo many fins in his life, 
that God would not have mercy upon him. As 
he began now to underſtand the declarations of 
{cripture, and the promiſes of a Saviour, he broke 
out ſaying, © I hope I ſhall find your words true: 
I hope I ſhall,” From that time he appeared to 
have ſome hope, 

Thurſday 15, he was in an agony of 
trouble, crying to God, for mercy, and to Jeſus 
to ſave him, and continued ſo weak, that he 
would ſcarce riſe from his knees, and ſoon after 


he found deliverance by believing in a crucified 
Saviour, 


Friday 


tn 


Friday the 16th, when Mr, Gibbons aſked him how 
did, he ſaid, „I am quite well. I feel my heart 
quite comfortable. I feel as if God had given 
me {omething to drink, more comfortable to my 
heart than any thing I ever had in my life, My 


- Heart before was as cold as a {tone; but now I 


am ſo happy, I cannot think on God or Jeſus 
Chriſt but I ſmile, for what he has done for me.“ 


Here a very extraordinary caſe occurs. He 


never could learn the right end of a book nora 
letter in it till now; but hearing To many pre- 
cious things out of the ſcripture, he bent his 
whole mind to learn before he died; and ſoon 
got the words Gop, Loxn, Jesvs, CRnRISrH, Ho- 
Ly Grost, SAviour, &c, and appeared ſo de- 
lighted with this new knowledge, that he was 

uite chearful, Not the leaſt gloom or fear of 

eath appeared in him to any one who viſited 
him. 

He ſaid he found himſelf ſo happy, he hardly 
knew how to live on earth ſo long, and greatly 
longed to go to his Saviour, His brother John 
coming to viſit him wept much; he ſaid “ My 
ſoul is quite happy, and I warn you not to keep 
bad company; pray to God Almighty, that you 
may feel comfort : don't keep company with Me- 


Reck Smith, he hath ruined me. If I had liſtened 


to him and done as he would have had me, he 
would have brought me to this before now, but 
I am glad I am going to leave this world, I hate 
my ſins and all my old ways. I hate them from 
my heart. I feel myſelf ſo happy now, juſt as if 
I was in another world. When I think on hea- 
ven, I expect to meet Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. 
I find ſuch happineſs in my heart, as I never felt or 
heard of before in all my life; but now my heart 
takes knowledge of God. I hardly knowJw hat 
to make of my heart, I feel ſo different to what 
I did before,” Yet notwithſtanding all his re- 
Joicing he was very tender hearted, and wept 
over his brother, adviſing him not to weep, but 
be good to his mother, All who know not God 


nor 
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nor the teaching of his grace, may wonder where 
or how he learnt ſuch a ſenſe of relative duty; 
but God does all things well, At another time, 
he ſaid “ I am now well, I can ſleep in my hap- 

ineſs, I cannot help rejoicing and imiling, Iam 
o happy, I am ſo glad | am to die, 1 long to die.“ 

Saturday the 17th, he {till continued buſy in 
the ſcriptures, ſo delighted with the word of 
God and ſome expreſſions in the Prayer-Book, 
that he began toaſk queſtions until he underitood 
that Jeſus Chriſt as God came down from heaven 


to ſave a ruined world, to be a Saviour to all, eſ- 


pecially them that believe in his meritorious 

blood. He ſaid “ how good God was to come 

down from heaven to tell us ſuch things! it docs 
ood to hear of them,” 

On Sunday the 18th Mr. Gzbbons read that por- 
tion of ſcripture out of St. James's Epiſtle, v. 16. 
Confeſs your faults one to another, that ye may 
be healed, He ſaid, „Before I confelled my fins, 
I felt juſt like a loaded waggon going full drive 
down a hill, men his ſinful load preſſed him 
ſo much) but now 1 feel myſelf carried up as 
eaſy as poſſible,” Such ſimilitodes he made of 
his change, expreſling his ideas by things he un- 
der ſtood. ; 

Monday the 19th, I came to Bedford, and an- 


other friend from St. Neot's, who took notice 


what a ſine young fellow he was, what a coun- 
tenance he had, for there was not the leaſt of that 
tawny look which the Gipfies generally have. 
He expreſſed himſelf in many ways to be happy 
in the Lord, and ſaid, „I do not want to live 
any longer. I ſhall be glad when the time comes 
for I want to ſee God;”” with many more words 
to the ſame purport. 

On Tueſday morning I found him with the 
Prayer-Book in his hand, peruſing ſome paſſages 
he had learnt, I aſked him what he knew of it ? 
He anſwered, « I never knew the right end of 
a Prayer-Book before in my life: but now I can 
read and ſpell,” and ſhewed me many words he 

knew; 


E 
knew ; that he could go through the Lord's Pray« 
er. I was quite aſtoniſhed, having known his 
ignorance; but he thought he knew almoſt the 
whole. Juſt like a child learning, he was pleaſed 
with his improvements, and ſaid, “I ſhall learn 
to read before Saturday yet.“ 

Tueſday afternoon Mr. Jeffries viſited them, 
who being informed that God had wrought a 
change in Toby's heart, enquired how he had re- 
ceived it? He ſaid God had viſited him, and at 
that time he thought he ſhould die immediately 
but after he was ſet at liberty (that is from the 


burden of guilt and fear of death) he could pray 
ö to God. 


: Wedneſday the 21ſt, I aſked him if he ill 
5 prayed to God? “ O yes, I can feaſt on Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, who died to fave ſinners from hell! At 
- the time I was ſo bad, I felt as if God had pierced: 
* a nail to my heart; but ſince that time I can feaſt: 
* on his goodneſs,” At his third vilit to him, 
* when talking with him, he ſaid, “ before the 
e change of my beart by the goodneſs of God, I 
m was as bad as a dog; but now my heart dances 
a8 for joy in me. My k ſoul and heart is like a bird: 
of Anging the praiſes of God in the air.“ 
n- Thurſday evening I viſited him again, and after 
ſome conveile told him there were, no hopes 
n- of his being pardoned. He ſaid, © I do not 
ce want a pardon, God hath pardoned me, Ido 
n- not want any other pardon, I would rather die 
lat and go to heaven. I want to ſee the glory of 
{+ heaven,” | 
py Friday the 23d. I talked to him and examined 
ve him a little, as he could bear it; becauſe I expeR-- 
2 ed many who vilited him out of curiolity, would 
rds 


endeavour to find ſome expreſſion to diſbelieve 
the whole; I enquired how he knew his lins' 


I hid, the Prophet writes, that our hearts are de- 


ceitſul and deſperately wicked above all things, He 
laid, I know God hath forgiven my fins, I am 


U * 


were torgiven. He ſaid, “ My heart tells me ſo.“ 


% happy. I could oor make myſelf ſo happy? 
f & 
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Falways feel now; with many other ſuch anſwers 
zs quite ſatished me that the work was certainly a 
work of grace, This day I viſited them often, as 
no certain reſpite was come, and Saturday was the 
day appointed for their execution; only a letter 
came which gave notice a reſpite might be ex- 
pected for Hucklce, Mr. Gibbons and I fat up with 
the priſoners till after twelve at night; 1 wrote 
Toby's confeſſion from himſelf; and left him in 
triumphant expefation of the following day. 

Saturday the 24th Mr, Gibbons vilited him, to 
whom he ſaid, „I am glad the day is come, I 
J long to die, that I may ſec Jcſus Chriit,” 
Aﬀterwards as I converſed with him, he ſaid, 
6 When I think upon God, I am comfortable, 
Formerly, I only knew wickedneſs, now I know 
goodneſs, and greatly long for God, I long to ſee 
his glory. God is, in my opinion, worth twenty 
times dying for, I feel the love of God perfectly 
through my heart, When I think upon Jeſus 
Chriſt my Saviour, I am ſo glad I cannot help 
ſmiling, and my heart laughs within me. I ſhall 
ſoon be in heaven, and lee Jeſus Chriſt, . I ſee 
the angels coming from beyond the clouds, bring- 
ing bleſſings to my heart. I often think of the 
large diaughts of wine I ſhall have in the king- 
dom of God, I cannot help ſmiling, I am ſo 
happy. I have no fear of death, 1 am ſo ſenſible 
of what God hath done for me,” 

Then the Rev. Mr. Crow came and all went into 
the Chapel; after ihe ſervice, we had the ſacra- 
ment with the priſoners, and it was truly an aw- 
ful and bleſſed ſeaſon to me. Toby ſaid afterwards, 
« It was a bleſſed time. I found myſelf very 
happy. I felt as if the Lord poured his wine up- 
on my heart, and made me glad. In his cell 
again, he ſaid, I have found my ſoul ſo fixed on 
God, I could not tell how the time went on, 
How wonterful for a condemned man is this to 
forget the time through the love of God, I have 
been aſtoniſhingly wicked, I am glad I am going 
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to leave all my old companions; my heart 18 ſo 
glad, that it jumps for joy in me.” 

I now prepared to attend him to the place of 
execution, where a great concour:e of people 
gathered from all parts, he was lo much known, 
to ſee him die; and great numbers repaired to the 
gallows to wait for his coming, Here a company 
of Gentlemen's ſervants {at down and played at 
cards under the gallows, as if much pleated that 
two fellow-creatures were expected to ſaffer a 
violent death for their crime. A meſlenger ſoon 
came to inform me the ſheriff would not execute 
him alone thet day, but wait till the next Satur- 
day, as Huckle's reſpite gave no hope of a reprieve, 
I went to vilit him again, and he appeared ſo 
much dilappointed, he laid, I expected foon 
to have been in heaven, but I will not be im- 
patient, I {hall only have more time to learn to 
read and ſerve God on certh; and it appears to 
me almoſt the ſame as heaven.“ 

I then took my leave of him in this happy con- 
dition, with my heart full of love and gratitude 
to God for his miraculous work on ſuch a dark, 
ignorant ſinner, and went into my Circuit till 
Wedneſday the 28th. In the afternoon his fel- 
low priloner read to him, and every time he made 
mention of God or Jeſus Chriſt, he ſaid, *« I feel 
that name to be ſweet and comfortable to my 
ſoul,” and added, „Give me the book, and let 
me look at it: though I cannot read at all, it 
does me good to fee it.“ 

Sunday morning, he ſaid, laying his hand upon 
his forehead, „1 feel God upon my heart, as 
pin as I can feel my hand on my forehead, 

efore I confeſſed, I was as miſerable as a dog, 
but now I am quite happy :” Urging his fellow 
priſoner to contels all he knew, that he might be. 
as happy as he was, © Now I have confeſſed all 
my offences, I am as happy as a bird that flies in 
the air.“ | 

Sunday night, he ſaid, When I look up to 
God in heaven, it is as if the air brings know- 
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ledge and bleſſings to my heart.” Monday 26th, 
another friend aſking him how he did, he ſaid, 
% I never was ſo happy in my life. I am ſo hap- 

y, my heart laughs.” This is an odd expreſſion, 
- he meant thereby to convey the happineſs he 
felt. 

Tueſday 27th after I had read to him near an 
hour, he ſaid, „ How good God was to come 
down from heaven to tell us all theſe good things, 
and to ſave our ſouls, I do love him from my 
heart, I would not part with my happineſs for 
this yard full of money, How good God is to 
me: it does my heart good to hear of him,” 

Wedneſday the 28th, I came to Bedford again. 
As foon as the cell door was opened, he ſaid, 
« I am heartily glad to ſee you;“ I at{ked, are you 
ftill as happy as you was? he anſwered, «I feel 
the more I pray, the more God bleſſes me. I am 
ſure God has bleſt me, I am ſo happy. I could 
not make myſelf ſo comfortable, I long for the 
day to come when I ſhall die, then I ſhall ſee 
what I never did, the glory of Jeſus Chriſt my 
Saviour.” | 

"Thurſday the 29th in the morning, I found 
him peruſing the Prayer-Book. He {aid of his 
own accord, “ I never knew the right end of a 
book till' I was condemned, now I know many 
words, and I can almoſt ſpell any thing.” After 
prayer he repeated the Lord's Prayer alone, and 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, &c. which 
he had got by heart, and looked upan them as a 
great treaſure, and fo they are to every real 
Chriſtian, + When I repeat theſe words, (faid 
he) I feel them comfortable to my heart,” This 
is one of the moſt wonderful. things, that God 
ſhould teach'him letters in ſo miraculous a way. 

In the afternoon he told me he felt it a pleaſure 
to die; but added, „What a ſhame it was for a 

oung man not twenty years of age to come to 
this: but if I had known the love of God be- 
fore, or Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, I ſhould never 
have come to this : but I never once heard of him 
| In 


* 
in all my life. I have been at church, but 1 
never could hear any goodneſs; (becauſe he was 
lo deaf) but I bleſs God he has got poſſeſſion of 
me now. I wiſh Philip was as happy as I am; 
but I hope I ſhall fee him in heaven.“ 

Friday morning I went about nine o'clock, and 
met with T7-4y's mother at the priſon door with 
the Turnkey, coming to me. Toby could not 
make her underſtand him in religious things; he 
had ſent her to me, ſaying, „He will tell you all 
about it:“ We returned, and he deſired his mo- 
ther to pray to God Almighty, ſaying ſhe did not 
know what good he could do her,” She began 
to plead her innocence, and what a good boy Toby 
al ways was, never {peaking bad words as manychil- 
dren do, (tho' by what I can learn, he was one of 
the moſt audacious, blaſphemous youths poſſible) 
but ine continued, it is what God Almighty or- 
dained for him; itis what was to be. Here 1 ſtopped 
her, ſaying, that is an eaſy way to lay all the blame 
npon God. How plain it is that every natural man 
15 of Calvin's ſentiment in this; but Toby ſoon aſ- 
ligned a more proper reaſon fo1 it, and laid, + No, 
it was the wickedneſs of my heart; my heart 
was always ſo wicked.” She ſaid, to be ſure :£ 
was what was to be, I never thought I ſhould 
have brought up a baby for this. He ſaid to his 
mother, © I feel myſelf quite changed: I grin at 
them, I grin at them.” This in my opinion ex- 
preſſed his deep abhorrence of fin in the ſtrongeſt 
terms he could find words to {peak it in. 

Then another converſation took place about his 
father having left her again, with all the chil- 
dren, and had gone off with another woman, 
He faid, © Mammy don't mind what a wicked 
man does, do you pray to God that he may bleſs 


you and make you happy, Tet I love ny daddy, 


I feel I love him for all that, and I piay to God 
to turn his heart from hn,” Tere I talkel to her 
about her vagrant life, aud adviled her io go to 
her pariſh and ſettle, ſhewing her the evil of it, 


the danger of bringing more into the- ſame {tate 
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with Toby, being ſo expoſed: yet ſhe replied, I 


never did any body any harm in my life, I en- 
deavoured to get a bit of bread for the children 
Honeſtly, I pray to God night and morning 
always. With difficulty I brought her to confeſs 
ſhe had been diſhoneſt in her dealings; but could 
make no impreſſion upon her to conſent to ſettle, 
Oh how darkened is the human mind by the fall, 
that even Gipſies living in ſin and rapine con- 
tinually, plead innocence, neceſſity, and even 
their religion ! 

She often ſaid, God would help her, he was 
her comfort, ſhe expected to meet Toby in heaven, 
I pitied her ignorance, explained her ſins, and 
preſſed the declarations of God, that ſuch ſhall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Toby 
again exhorted his mother, ſaying, „I am happy. 
I am not afraid to die” Turning to me, he ſaid, 
& You have made a man of me for the next 
world ;*” to his mother faid he, „Serve God; 
but nothing grieves me ſo much as my daddy's 
uſing you and the children ſo ill: may God turn 
his heart!” 

Here his mother's tears quite overcame him, and 
he wept plentifully. Then Philip Huckle's wife 
and ſiſter came to take their leave of him; when 
fuch a ſcene of weeping and wailing took place 
as I never wiſh to ſee again, I thought my heart 
would break to fee ſuch near relations meet to 
take their final leave of each other on ſuch an 
occaſion as this. May God preferve all who read 
this account from the dreadful neceſſity in them- 
ſelves, or any of their relatives for ever. 

Saturday morning being come, I went to him. 
knowing he was not to die that day, though he 
did nat. He appeared quite chearful, and ſaid, 
ce bleffed be God, the day is come at laſt; how 
glad Iam; I do not want to hve here; I want to 
de in heaven, to lee Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, I 
ſhall ſee ſuch glory as I never ſaw before. I ſhall 
foon be in heaven now.” Truly we may ſay, the 
grace of Cod is ſufficient for the greateſt extre- 
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mity. He went on, I feel as much peace and 


comfort as ever, I cannot help ſmiling to think 
what a merciful good God we have, to bleſs us 
in this manner, My heart fought and laboured 
to get to God, and to love him as a man ſtrives 
to get through his day's work ;” (alluding to his 
firſt extremity) © but now 1 can give him m 
whole heart, and am all calmneſs and quite gla 
My Saviour ſuffered three times as much for me 
as I ſhall. I can face death without fear, when 
I think how God puts his love into my heart, 
and of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. I am ſo com- 
fortable, ſo happy, no fear, all mildneſs and 
gladneſs, I cannot fear death. I long to die, I 
want to ſee the heavenly glory.” | 

Aſter ſpeaking. to him of feveral things, and 
mentioning Jeſus and his glorified ſtate in hea- 
ven, he ſmiled, and ſaid, © 1 have had my health 
ever ſince I became deaf about eight years old, 
as I think, but never had fuch health as this, 
ſince God hath pardoned me. I had no know- 
ledge of God or Jeſus Chriſt: I never in all my 
life heard there was a Jeſus Chriſt.” Then to me 
he ſaid, ** God bleſs you, for you have made a 
man of me for the glory of the next world I 
hope.” I corretted him, faying, it was not I, 
but God. © True, but you firſt told me of him, 
or I ſhould never have known. I never got any 
good by the reading before. I now love all my 
enemies, and forgive them all they have done and 
ſaid againſt me from my heart; all that have been 
ſpiteful to me, and told lies on me, I forgive 
them, and hope every one will forgive me, I 
love all that have been helpful to me as my life, 
I hope I ſhall meet you all in heaven.” 

Then to his fellow priſoner he faid, «I ſhall 
ſoon know whether you are innocent or not, as you 


ſay.” Philip ſaid, © you will know then that I 


am innocent of that crime.“ * I hope you are, 
and then it will be well for you,” 1 then in- 
formed him they were not to oie that dy. At 


this he ſeemed more diſtreſſed than 1 had ſeen 
him 
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him fince his converſion. He aſked why they 
might not die that day? “ I do not want to live, 
I wiſh to go heaven.“ I was afraid theſe delays 
would take him from off his watch and duty, ex pect- 
ing by the reſpites that a reprieve might come; but 
bleſſed be God, it never moved him. After a 
pauſe he ſaid, „well if we mult not die, I will 
not be impatient; it appears to me nearly the 
ſame whether we ſerve God on earth or in hea- 
ven: I will pray and praiſe him as long as I hve, 
Many perſons were admitted to {ee him, and 
many who knew him were quite aſtoniſhed to 
ſee him ſo chearful, ſhewing no ſign of ſorrow, 
grief, ſear, or dread; but much ſerenity, com- 
poſure, and joyfulneſs. 

Sunday April the 1ſt, I viſited him: he {till 
talked in the ſame heavenly ſtrain. Monday the 
2d, I went and informed him that he had but a 
ſhort time to live now for certain. He ſaid, 
„ Well, I bleſs God I am ready to die any time: 
I am all happineſs: my heart uled to jump and 
dance in me for joy; but now I am ſo mild, ſo 
calm, and ſo comfortable; if any body would 
give me this room and yard full of money for my 
happineſs, I would not take it.” I told him 1 
was going a journey, twenty- ix miles; but I in- 
tended to come back in the night, as he was ex- 
petted to die early in the morning. He ſaid, 
& Dear Sir, you will kill yourſelf for us, and I 
have nothing to give you for your trouble, I 
wiſh my mother had not given the lawyer ſo 
much to plead for me. He did me no good: 
He then ſaid, „ I want to ſee Mr. Curtis his 
Proſecutor) to aſk his pardon, for I feel I love 
him as well as any of my friends, and I doubt 
not but he will forgive me. I forgive every 
body, I bleſs God Almighty.” 

I then leſt him, and returning next morning by 
fix o'clock, I repaired immediately to the priſon, 
and heard he was not to go off till eight, as a re- 
prieve was come for Huckle, Soon after Mr. 
Crow came and aſked him how he did? He an- 

{wered, 
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fwered “I am well, Ibleſs God Almighty.” When I 
aſked him if he was willing to die ? he replied, 
« O yes, I bleſs God Almighty, I long to die, I 
am comfortable in my heart, I prayed to God all 
night till I fell aſteep: Whilſt I was awake I was 
ſo happy I could claſp my happineſs in my breaſt,”? 
(He meant, cloſe his arms about his breaſt, as he 
told me afterwards, he was ſo happy in his ſoul.) 
«© I expect ſoon to lee the glory of God,” Then 
aß abr $5 for his Proſecutor and all his enemies, 
wiſhed God to make them as happy as he felt then, 
for all his relations, and eſpecially foi all of us 
who had been uſeful to him; {.ying, „I can do 
no more; I feel my heart all mildneſs and gladneſs.““ 

He deſired me to bid his relations * look up to 
God and make themſelves happy about him, ad- 
ding, I feel myſelf quite pleaſant, I find the 
knowledge of God till. I am not afraid of death. 
When I think upon God, I am glad the day 1s 
now come, I think my puniſhment is now over, 
] ſhall not feel much in hanging, and I ſhall ſoon 
ſee God for ever. I am right glad the time is 
come, I feel as if I was mailer of death; he can» 
not hurt me, I could ſet my foot on him, I am 
aſhamed that ever I ſinned againſt God, and fo 
offended him; but I never heard of Jelus Chriſt, 
or that there was ſuch a perſon. Had I known 
him I ſhould never have been ſo wicked; but now 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſweeter to me than ever was @ 
flower in a garden,” 

A little after, when a perſon aſked him in 
whom he truſted for mercy, he ſaid, © In Jeſus 
Chriſt, I feel myſelf united to him, and more 
comfortable than ever, I am not afraid of , 
death; but aſhamed of my fins. I never knew 
there was a Jeſus Chriſt, I knew there was 
a God,” (this was the firit time I heard him ſay fo 
much) “ But I have known more in half an hour 
than ever in all my life before. I find myſelf ſo 


comfortable; no fear, no hurry, all calm and quiet.“ 


Two of his young brothers came in and wept 
very tenderly, He talked to them as well as he 
could, 
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could, though he was quite overcome with it, 
Ile laid, „ My father was the cauſe that brought 
me to this, he was always ſo croſs and driving 
me from the company; yet I love my father. 
My dear brother, fear God, and keep no bad 
company,” Then he exhorted his younger bro- 
ther to fear God, not to fight and quarrel amongſt 
themſelves, not to curſe and {wear ; to be good to 
their mother, and he hoped to {ue them in glory. 
If my father had been like a man I had never 
come to this. He has often kicked me and turned 
me out; but I never lifted up my hand againſt 
him in my life, Don't cry, my brother, don't 
cry for me; I am quite happy, I bleſs God for it, 
my ſpirit is made ready for heaven; I am not 
afraid to die.“ Then they took their laſt fare- 
well, and he was ſome time before he ceaſed 
weeping on their account, and ſaid, “ I am grieved 
om my father uſes my mother and the children ſo 
ill.“ 

It was ſometime before I could get his thoughts 
raiſed to heaven ; but then he began to talk as 
happy as before, and fmiled at the thoughts of 
meeting God, Soon after, orders were given for 
his irons to be knocked off, He then chearfully 
offered his fellow priſoner to go firſt, but being 
informed he was to go alone, he went immediate- 
ly, and ſtood with all the compoſure imaginable z 
that all who ſaw him wondered at his fortitude, 
When he was at liberty, he ſaid he felt himſelf 
as ſtrong as ever, but knew not how to walk 
without his irons, He continued rejoicing that 
the time was come for him to leave this wicked 
world, till they came for him to the cart. He 
fhook hands with all the other prifoners, and bade 
them all affectionately farewell; then went into 
the cart and kneeled down to pray. 

I ſtepped after him, and began to apply ſome 
of the moſt {trengthening promiſes of the goſpel 
I could recolle&, He repeated the Lord's Prayer 
and the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt feveral 
times: and ſaid, © I am not aſhamed to die on the 

gallows; 
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11 but that I ever ſinned againſt God:“ 


en ſmiling, ſaid, „I am near heaven,” When 
we came near the gallows, I aſked if he was hap- 

now ? he ſaid, “ I never was happier in my 
ife,” After Mr. Crow had read the uſual ſervice, 
by defire of the priſoner I prayed with him, and 
commended his happy ſoul to God. He was then 
drawn to the fatal tree, where I ſhook hands 
with him, and we parted to meet no more till 
the reſurrection of the dead. The laſt words he 
ſaid (I believe) were, © I am happy; God bleſs 
you ; farewell!” 

Thus died Tobias Smith, on the gallows, near 
Beiford, April the gd. being little more than 
nineteen years of age, a miracle of grace, He 
ſaid nothing to the ſpectators before he was turned 
off; but appeared quite ready and willing to go. 
The hangman was ſo drunk, that he fell down 
three times, The people cried ſhame on him! 
but Toby ſtood with all the compoſure poſſible, 
never ſhrunk nor trembled till he was turned off, 
and to all appearance was ſoon dead, 

I ſhall now make a few remarks upon the whole, 
It is plain that the diſagreement of his parents 
was the firſt cauſe of his ruin. Evil example is 
of the worſt conſequence; therefore, I moſt 
ſolemnly warn all parents into whoſe hands this 
may fall, to beware both of what they ſay and 
do before their children, They will take notice 
of the unkindneſs, wrong tempers, and bad ex- 
preſſions of their parents, and the Devil will not 
fail to help them to make a bad ule of all they 
hear and ſee. It appears from this account that 
when poor Toby was turned adrift by his father to 
go where he would to provide for himſelf; he 


fell into bad company, and by taking their ad- 


vice, he was brought to a ſhamefyl death, O 
never turn them out, even though they are dif- 
obedient ; but if poſhble reclaim them. Con— 
ſider the cauſe of their conduct; whether it origi- 
nated in your example, neglett of duty in keep- 
ing up a conſtant and proper diſcipline, or in 
18 
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indulgence, or any other cauſe. When you find 
it out remove the cauſe, if poſſible, Live in the 
fear of God yourſelves, Proy for your children, 


and then take ſuch meaſures as are likely to re- 
claim them. Teach them as ſoon as poſlible to 
regard the Sabbath: do not ſuffer them to play, 
nor to indulge their pride on this day. In parti- 
cular never cover the leaſt theft ; but by all means 
expoſe them, if it be but the value of a pin, for 
they may afterwards do worle if they are not 
ſhamed out of it. Train them up as you would 
wiſh them to live, in the fear of God; therefore 
pray that God may help you to live a godly, 
righteous, and ſober life, ſo that at the laſt both 
you and yours may come to the eternal joys pre- 

ared for the righteous in heaven, b 
Jo children I lay, beware of indulging yourſelves 
in any thing wrong, even to your Parents, You 
ſee this man's firſt theft was robbing his parents : 
then he was afterwards blamed when not guilty, 
which he could not bear; but by frequenting bad 
company and liſtening to their advice, living in 
| Ignorance and tctai neglect of his duty to God, 
he proceeded from bad to worſe, till he finiſhed 
his life, according to his deſert, on the gallows, 
Honour your parents: fear God: repent of 
your fins, and ſeek for mercy : be in earneit; 
if you ſeek God with your whole heart, he will 
be found of you. 

View the effects of early piety. When Her- 
ſevered in, it always brings a blelling with it tv 
relatives, eſpecially parents, acquaintarce,” and 
more abundantly to your own fouls, It ra... « 
man peaceable in life, always uſeful, and prepares 
uim for a glorious cternity, x | 


F184 


